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Special Educational Needs & Disabilities Policy 
 
 
Aim of the Policy 
Muddy Boots Special Educational Needs & Disabilities Policy is in place to raise awareness and identification of 
individual requirements and to deliver provision that takes into account additional needs which may be presented. 
 
Muddy Boots Nursery is committed to the inclusion of all children, staff and parents with additional needs. All 
children have the right to be cared for and educated to develop their full potential alongside each other through 
positive experiences.  
 
Muddy Boots will; 
 

• Provide opportunities for all children to experience a full range of activities within Muddy Boots and to 
develop alongside their peers with guidance and support from the team 

• Provide a broad and balanced curriculum and differentiated activities to meet all individual needs and 
abilities, and celebrate diversity in all aspects of the nursery, promoting positive images and role models 
during play experiences of those with additional needs wherever possible 

• Provide staff training to help identify and assess Special Educational Needs and awareness of the DfES 
Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 

• Appoint a SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) who will take lead responsibility for the 
coordination of all Special Needs related issues, including liaison with other professionals working with the 
family 

• Use a graduated response system as outlined in the DfES Special Educational Needs Code of Practise for 
identifying, assessing and responding to children’s special educational needs 

• Work in partnership with parents and other agencies in order to meet individual children’s needs, and 
respect the individual wishes of both the parents and the child. Ensure that parents are involved and 
informed at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision and review of their child’s education, and 
provide parents with sources of independent advice and support 

• Meet children’s additional needs through a range of strategies e.g. adaptation of premises/facilities, 
resources or activities, once identification has been made 

• Use a system of planning, implementing, monitoring, evaluating and reviewing Agreed Outcomes for 
children with additional needs, and review Agreed Outcomes regularly with parents and the Key Person 

• Review the settling in period to allow additional time if either the nursery team or the parent feels this 
would be beneficial to the child. Liaise with parents and other professionals in arranging transition to other 
settings and schools to ensure continuity of care and effective information exchange. 

• Monitor and review our practise and provision annually, by collecting information from a range of sources 
e.g. IEP reviews, staff and management meetings, parental and external agency views, inspections and 
complaints. If necessary, make adjustments, and seek specialist advice, support, training, equipment and 
services 

 

Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 
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It is the duty of Muddy Boots to carry out our statutory duties to identify, assess and make provision for children’s 
special educational needs. The Code of Practice recommends that we adopt a graduated approach to assessment 
through Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus. Good practice of working together with parents, and the 
observation and monitoring of children’s individual progress, will identify any children with special educational 
needs. The SENCo will work alongside parents to assess the child’s strengths and plan for future support. The SENCo 
will ensure that appropriate records are kept according to the Code of Practice. 
 
There are five stages of SEND support which will be provided at Muddy Boots: 
 
Stage 0-1: 
There will be an initial assessment of the child’s needs and possible SEND using the child’s nursery progress 
assessments and tracking. 
The Key Person will talk to the family about any concerns and we are going to address them. 
If no outside agency support is required, a ‘My Agreed Outcomes” meeting will be held and outcomes will be 
planned and regularly reviewed. 
 
Stage 2: 
If it is appropriate, referrals to other agencies may be made such as Speech and Language.  They will be invited in to 
meet the child and family and a “My Agreed Outcomes” meeting will be held, outcomes agreed by all parties and 
reviewed regularly. 
 
Stage 2b: 
If more than one outside agency becomes involved, e.g. Speech and Language, Physiotherapist and Portage, a multi-
agency meeting will be held for all parties to discuss needs and goals and plan Agreed Outcomes. 
 
Stage 3: 
The My Support Plan will be reviewed by all agencies and Agreed Outcomes will be updated. If decided necessary, 
a Statutory Assessment may be requested (see Stage 4). 
 
Stage 4: 
The My Support Plan will converted to an Education Health Care Plan at a multi-agency meeting and the next stage 
will be agreed.  This often held close the child involved moving to school and will involve planning for their transition 
to school. 
 
Family Early Help Assessment (FEHA) 
At Muddy Boots we use the Family Early Help Assessment (FEHA) as a key part of delivering integrated services 
around the needs of the children. The FEHA enables us to use a standardised approach to conduct an assessment 
of a child’s additional needs and decide how those should be met. We complete a holistic assessment of a child’s 
needs and strengths and involve outside agencies if appropriate. We will then work together to agree what support 
is needed. The lead professional responsible for each case will be assigned and the families will be fully informed at 
all stages. 
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